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MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:          ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD 
FROM:      Kate Schwartz, Historic Resources Planner 
DATE:      June 16, 2020 (for the June 22, 2020 hearing) 
SUBJECT: Certificate of Appropriateness for accessory structures at 607-719 Sophia Street 
 
ISSUE 
The City of Fredericksburg requests to modify the certificate of appropriateness issued in June 2019 
to allow an alternative style of light fixture within the Riverfront Park. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Approval of the request for a Certificate of Appropriateness as submitted with the contemporary 
base option. The public hearing should be continued to the July 13, 2020 meeting to allow sufficient 
public participation with the electronic meeting format.  
 
APPLICABLE HISTORIC DISTRICT DESIGN STANDARDS & GUIDELINES 
City Code § 72-23.1(D)2 

(9) Contemporary design for alterations and additions to existing properties shall not be 
discouraged when such alterations and additions do not destroy significant historical, 
architectural, or cultural material, and such design is compatible with the size, scale, color, 
material, and character of the property, neighborhood, or environment. 

 
BACKGROUND 
The City’s planned Riverfront Park is located on the east side of Sophia Street between Hanover 
Street on the north end, and extending approximately one-and-one-half blocks to the residence at 
605 Sophia Street on the south end. The property is adjacent to the Rappahannock River and 
archaeological studies have revealed that the area was the site of human occupation for thousands of 
years. A variety of structures have been located on the site beginning in the 18th century, and later 
replaced in the 20th century. The last of these was demolished in 2015. Some archaeological 
resources remain underground at the site, but in general the site does not contribute to the historic 
significance of the district.   
 
The City has begun construction of the Riverfront Park at the site. As part of the certificate of 
appropriateness process in 2019, light fixtures were approved for use within the park. The light 
fixtures were later removed from the project in order to keep it within budget, and the City is 
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returning to the ARB to request approval of an alternate fixture. The City is exploring the use of 
solar-powered light fixtures in a number of locations, including the light poles proposed for the 
park. The poles are powder-coated black cast aluminum with flat, downward-facing heads extending 
from the top. The poles are twenty feet in height and the solar cell wraps the upper half of the pole, 
starting 11 feet above the ground.  
 
Several options are available for the base of the poles: a traditional fluted base, a simple 
contemporary base, and no base, which leaves the bolts at the bottom exposed. While the exposed 
base option is compatible with many of the other industrial-style design elements in the park, 
including the original fixture design, this would leave conduit running up from the ground exposed. 
There is additionally concern about safety and maintenance with the exposed bolts. The simple base 
is recommended as the best option to align with the park’s other design elements and avoid the 
safety and maintenance issues. Approval of the light fixtures as proposed with the contemporary 
base style is recommended.   
 
APPROVAL CRITERIA 
Criteria for evaluating proposed changes are found in City Code § 72-23.1(D)2 and are based on the 
United States Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. 
 

S D NA S – satisfies     D – does not satisfy      NA – not applicable 

X   

(1) Every reasonable effort shall be made to provide a compatible use for 
a property by requiring minimal alteration of the building, structure, 
or site and its environment, or by using a property for its originally 
intended purposes. 

X   

(2) The distinguishing original qualities or character of a building, 
structure, or site and its environment shall not be destroyed. The 
removal or alteration of any historical material or distinctive 
architectural features should be avoided when possible.  

X   
(3) All buildings, structures, and sites shall be recognized as products of 

their own time. Alterations that have no basis and which seek to 
create an earlier appearance shall be discouraged. 

  X 

(4) Changes which may have taken place in the course of time are 
evidence of the history and development of a building, structure, or 
site and its environment. These changes may have acquired 
significance in their own right, and this significance shall be 
recognized and respected. 

  X 

(5) Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled craftsmanship 
which characterize a building, structure, or site shall be treated with 
sensitivity. 
 

  X 
(6) Deteriorated architectural features shall be repaired rather than 

replaced, wherever possible. If replacement is necessary, the new 
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material should match the material being replaced in composition, 
design, color, texture, and other visual qualities. Replacement of 
missing architectural features should be based on historic, physical, or 
pictorial evidence rather than on conjectural designs or the availability 
of different architectural elements from other buildings or structures.  

  X 
(7) The surface cleaning of structures shall be undertaken with the 

gentlest means possible. Sandblasting and other cleaning methods that 
will damage the historic building materials shall not be undertaken.  

  X (8) Every reasonable effort shall be made to protect and preserve 
archaeological resources affected by or adjacent to any project. 

X   

(9) Contemporary design for alterations and additions to existing 
properties shall not be discouraged when such alterations and 
additions do not destroy significant historical, architectural, or cultural 
material, and such design is compatible with the size, scale, color, 
material, and character of the property, neighborhood, or 
environment.  

  X 

(10) Wherever possible, new additions or alterations to structures shall be 
done in such a manner that, if such additions or alterations were to be 
removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the structure 
would be unimpaired.  

 
 
 
Attachments: 

1. Aerial photograph and view of park site 
2. Material details 
3. Examples of similar fixtures at Dixon Park 
4. Light fixture specifications 
5. Site plan 
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AERIAL 

 

 
VIEW LOOKING NORTHEAST FROM SOPHIA STREET 
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Examples of other park design elements previously approved. 
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Play structures approved for the park. 
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Light fixture approved in June 2019 
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Solar lights installed at Dixon Park. Classical base at left; exposed base at right. Proposed light will 
be approximately four feet taller to ensure that the solar cell is out of reach of pedestrians.  
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Proposed Light Fixture 

 
 
Eight-inch tall contemporary base to be used instead of the 
24-inch traditional base 
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01.Safety Cable

02.3/5/7 -pin NEMA Receptacle+Shorting Cap/Photocell

03.Adaptor Bracket
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